EUROPE
| - I

PLENARY VOTE ON EUROPEAN ACCESSIBILITY ACT:
SEVERAL STEPS IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION

(Brussels, 14 September 2017)

Today, the European Parliament voted in its plenary session on the European
Accessibility Act, a European Commission proposal which intends to improve access
of persons with disabilities to a range of products and services. BusinessEurope issued

a Joint Industry Statement with several other industry organisations ahead of the vote.

BusinessEurope Director General Markus J. Beyrer said:

“We support better access to goods and services for persons with disabilities.
In the context of the European Accessibility Act we have stressed that it should
be future-proof, allow for innovation and be implementable on the ground.
While in many areas the text adopted in the plenary is an improvement to the
European Commission’s proposal, in some respects the final text is likely to

leave significant legal uncertainty, which is disadvantageous for companies.”

BusinessEurope supports the European Parliament’s Internal Market and Consumer
Protection (IMCO) Committee report from May this year. While important parts of the
report have been upheld in the vote, we are concerned in particular about the
amendments relating to the inclusion of public procurement and the accessibility
requirements from the annexes. We call on the Council to make further improvements

in these areas.

Read our previous positions on the European Accessibility Act here.
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https://www.businesseurope.eu/sites/buseur/files/media/position_papers/internal_market/2017-09-07_joint_industry_statement_on_european_accessibility_act.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bREPORT%2bA8-2017-0188%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
https://www.businesseurope.eu/publications/european-accessibility-act-businesseurope-position-paper
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