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Message to the Competitiveness Council meeting of 30 November/ 1 December 

Dear Minister, 

Recent data shows that the EU economy is experiencing a pick-up in growth momentum, 

and European business federations expect a continuation of the recovery, with 

indications that the business climate is likely to see some further improvements. 

The European Union must take advantage of the present moment and not lose time in 

setting the ground for the next decade and ensuring it maintains a leading role in the 

global context. We must therefore prepare for the opportunities and challenges ahead, 

embracing the changes that are quickly occurring in terms of digital and technological 

progress, while ensuring we shape the way forward according to our values and 

standards. 

BusinessEurope believes the Competitiveness Council has a key role to play in moving 

forward central dossiers that will define the role of Europe in the years ahead - in 

particular, regarding an industrial strategy for Europe, the single market and the digital 

economy, and our combined efforts in terms of research, development and innovation. 

Getting it right in these agendas will empower us to deal with the profound changes our 

society is facing and ensure Europe leads the way, setting an example to be followed. 

A structured way forward on an industrial strategy for Europe 

A renewed industrial policy for Europe is finally part of the EU agenda, and its importance 

for the Future of Europe understood. BusinessEurope welcomes the Commission 

communication as a first step but stresses the need for a structured way forward, 

involving EU member states, to steer positive change while ensuring our industry 

remains competitive. 
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